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According to Chinese customs, each year of every twelve years
is named after a different animal, so everyone has a “birth
pet” according to their year of birth. A Chinese legend

explains that all the animals of the world were invited to come
and visit Buddha. Only twelve came. In order to reward these
animals for their loyalty, Buddha named a year after each one

in the order they appeared before him.
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Each individual is represented by one of twelve animals of the
zodiac, according to Chinese astrology. One’ s time, day,
month, and year of birth determine the animal sign to which
one belongs. The Chinese predict certain characteristics of
a person’ s personality based upon his or her birth
time/date/month/year. How does this all work? Well, the
date of the Chinese New Year is determined by the lunar
calendar. Dating methods are cyclical, with 12 years per
cycle. FEach year is named for one of 12 symbolic animals in
sequence. The twelve symbolic animals are, in their

sequential orders, Rat (Mouse), Ox (Cow), Tiger, Rabbit,

Y ofRooster2005.doc 2



Dragon, Snake, Horse, Ram (Sheep), Monkey, Rooster (Chicken),

Dog and Boar (Pig).
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Year 2005 is the Year of the Rooster, according to the Chinese
Zodiac. The rooster has traditionally been considered to be
a good sign as its crow meant the break of dawn, the beginning
of a fresh start. Among the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac,
the rooster is the only one with wings. It has been regarded
as the messenger that connects the two worlds, heaven and

earth.
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The Rooster is a hard worker; shrewd and definite in decision
making often speaking his mind. Because of this, if your sign
is the Rooster, you tend to seem boastful to others. You are
a dreamer, flashy dresser, and extravagant to an extreme.
Born under this sign you should be happy as a restaurant owner,
publicist, soldier or world traveler. Famous Roosters
include Yoko Ono, Rod Stewart, Mia Farrow, Eric Clapton and

Confucius as well. Are you a Rooster?
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